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Dear Sir/ Madam,

Re: Newspaper Advertisement of completion of despatch of the Notice of 24™ Annual General Meeting and Annual
Report for the financial year 2024-2025

Pursuant to Regulation 30 of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure
Requirements) Regulations, 2015 (Listing Regulations), please find attached herewith copies of the advertisements
published in the Financial Express (all editions), and Rastriya Sahara (Dehradun edition - Hindi) on July 6, 2025, relating
to completion of despatch of Notice of 24™ Annual General Meeting and Annual Report for the financial year 2024-25 to
the Members of the Company.

In compliance with Regulation 36(1)(b) of the SEBI Listing Regulations, the Company has sent a letter containing the
web link of the Company’s website where the Notice and Annual Report are available to those Members whose e-mail
addresses are not so registered.

The newspaper advertisement is issued in compliance with section 108 of the Companies Act, 2013 read with Rule 20 of
the Companies (Management and Administration) Rules, 2014, as amended from time to time and Regulation 44 of the
Listing Regulations. The above information is also available on the website of the Company www.windlas.com.

This is for your kind information and record.
Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

For Windlas Biotech Limited

ANANTA NARAYAN
ANANTA PANDA
NARAYAN PANDA 2025.07.06 16:07:16

+05'30'

Ananta Narayan Panda
Company Secretary & Compliance Officer

Encl: as above

www.windlas.com
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NOTICE OF THE 24™ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND
E-VOTING INFORMATION

1. NOTICE is hereby given that the 24™ Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Members of the Company will be held
on Monday, July 28, 2025 at 1.00 P.M. through Video Conferencing (VC)/Other Audio Visual Means (OAVM),
without the physical presence of the members at common venue, in compliance with all the applicable provisions
of the Companies Act, 2013 (“the Act”) and the Rules made thereunder and the Securities and Exchange Board of
India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 (Listing Regulations) read with all the
applicable circulars on the matter issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) and Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) to transact the business set out in the Notice convening the AGM. The information and
instructions for Members attending the AGM through VC/OAVM and e-voting during AGM are explained in Notes to
the Notice of AGM. Members attending the AGM through VC/OAVM will be counted for the purpose of ascertaining
the quorum under Section 103 of the Act.

2. In compliance with the applicable circulars of MCA and SEBI, the Notice of AGM and Annual Report for the financial
year 2024-25 have been sent by email to all those Members of the Company whose email addresses are registered
with the Company or the Depository Participant(s). Further, in compliance with Regulation 36(1)(b) of the Listing
Regulations, the Company has sent a letter containing the web link of the Company’s website where the Notice and
Annual Report are available to those Members whose e-mail addresses are not so registered.

3. The aforesaid documents are also available on the website of the Company at www.windlas.com and also
at the websites of the Stock Exchanges i.e. BSE Limited and National Stock Exchange of India Limited at www.
bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com, respectively, and can be downloaded therefrom. Notice of AGM is
also available on the website of MUFG Intime India Private Limited (formerly Link Intime India Private Limited), the
Registrar & Transfer Agent at https://instavote.linkintime.co.in.

4. In compliance with the provisions of Section 108 of the Act read with relevant Rules made thereunder and Regulation
44 of the Listing Regulations, the Company is pleased to provide its Members, facility to exercise their right to vote at
the 24th AGM and the business may be transacted through remote e-voting services provided by MUFG Intime India
Private Limited. The facility of e-voting shall also be made available at the AGM. Members attending the AGM and
who have not already cast their vote by remote e-voting shall be able to exercise their right to cast vote at the AGM.
The facility of remote e-voting as well as the e-voting system on the date of the AGM will be provided by MUFG
Intime India Private Limited.

5. The cut-off date for determining the eligibility of the Members to vote by remote e-voting or e-voting at the AGM is
Monday, July 21, 2025. A person whose name is recorded in the Register of Members or in the Register of Beneficial
Owners maintained by the Depositories as on the cut-off date, only shall be entitled to avail the facility of remote
e-voting, participation in the AGM through VC/OAVM or e-voting at the AGM.

6. The remote e-voting period begins on Friday, July 25, 2025 from 9:00 A.M. and ends on Sunday, July 27, 2025 at
5:00 P.M. The remote e-voting shall not be allowed beyond the said date and time.

7. Any person, who acquires shares of the Company and becomes Member of the Company after despatch of
the Notice of AGM and holding shares as on the cut-off date i.e. Monday, July 21, 2025, may follow the same
instructions for remote e-voting and e-voting at the AGM as mentioned in the Notice of AGM and obtain the login
ID and password by sending a request to instameet@linkintime.co.in. However, if he / she is also registered with
MUFG Intime India Pvt. Ltd. for remote e-voting then he /she can use his / her existing user ID and password for
casting the vote.

8. Members who have already voted prior to the AGM may attend the AGM but shall not be entitled to vote at the AGM.

9. Members holding shares in dematerialized mode, who have not registered/updated their email addresses or
Electronic Bank Mandate with the Depository Participant(s), are requested to register/update their email addresses
or Electronic Bank Mandate with their Depository Participant(s) for the purpose of receiving dividend.

In case members have any queries regarding e-voting, they may refer the Frequently Asked Questions
(‘FAQs’) and Instavote e-Voting manual available at https://instavote.linkintime.co.in, under help
section or send an email to instameet @in.mpms.mufg.com or contact on: Tel: 011-49186000, 022-4918
6000/4918 6175 or contact Mr. Rajiv Ranjan, Asst Vice-President, MUFG Intime India Private Ltd, C-101, 247
Park, L B S Marg, Vikhroli (West) Mumbai-400083 and email id: rajiv.ranjan@in.mpms.mufg.com, who will
also address grievances connected with voting by electronic means.
Notice is further given that the Company has fixed Monday, July 21, 2025, as the Record Date for the purpose of
determining the members eligible to receive dividend for the financial year 2024-25. Dividend will be paid to the
shareholders holding shares on the record date fixed by the Company i.e. July 21, 2025.

For Windlas Biotech Limited

Sd/-
Ananta Narayan Panda
Company Secretary

Date: July 5, 2025
Place: Gurugram

PUNJAB CHEMICALS AND CROP PROTECTION LTD.

CIN: L24231PB1975PLC047063

Regd. Office: Milestone 18, Ambala Kalka Road, Village & P0. Bhankharpur
Derabassi, Dist. SAS Magar, Mohali (Punjab) - 140201,Tel No: 01762-280086, 522250
Fax No: 01762-280070, Email: info@punjabchemicals.com; website: www.punjabchemicals.com

NOTICE TO THE MEMBERS CALLING THE FORTY NINTH
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, INFORMATION ON REMOTE E-VOTING / E-VOTING

Motice is hereby given that the Forty-Ninth Annual General Meeting (*45th AGM") of the shareholders of the
Company will be held on Tuesday, July 29, 2025, at 10:00 A.M. 15T, through Video Conferencing (VC) / Other
Audio Visual Means (OAVM), o transact the business, as set forthin the Notice dated April 30, 2025 convening the
AGM of the Company.

In accordance with the applicable provisions of the Companies Act, 2013, read with the rules framed thereunder,
and in fine with the General Circular No, 092024 dated September 19, 2024, and earlier circulars issued by the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs (collectively referred to as ‘MCA Circulars’), the AGM of the Company will held
through Video Conferencing (VC) / Other Audio Visual Means (OAVM), without the physical presence of the
Members at a common venue. The deemed venue of the meeting shall be registered office of the Company.

In accordance with the aforesaid MCA and SEBI circulars, electronic coples of the Annual Report, including the
Notice convening the 49th AGM, have been sent to the Members whose email addresses are registered with the
Company or their Depository Participants. The requirement to send physical copies has been dispensed with as
per SEBI Circular No, SEBI/HO/GFD/CFD-PoD-2/P/CIR/2024/133 dated October 3, 2024, Further, pursuant to
Regulation 36(1)(b) of the SEBI Listing Regulations, the Company has also sent letters to the shareholders whose
e-mail addresses are not registered with the Company/RTA/Depositories, providing a web-link and OR code for
accessing the Annual Report of the Company.

These documents are also available on the website of the Company at hitps://www.punjabchemicals.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/07/AnnualReport2024-25.pdf, website of stock exchanges i.e. BSE Limited at
www.bseindia.com and National Stock Exchange of India Limited at www.nseindia.com respectively on the
website of Central Depository Services (India) Limited at https://www.evolingindia.com.

Pursuant to Regulation 42 of the SEBI (LODR) Requiations, 2015, the record date for determining the eligibility of
members forthe purpose of dividend payment will be Friday, July 18, 2025,

The Company is praviding the facility to its members holding shares either in physical form or dematerialized form,
as on the cut-off date i.e. Tuesday, July 22, 2025, tor casting their votes electronically on each item as set forth in
the Notice of AGM through the electronic voting system on Central Depository Services (India) Linvted (CDSL)
Platform. The ordinary and special business as set out in the Notice of AGM may be transacted through voting by
glectronic means,

Members may note the following information:-

Date of completion of dispatch of Annual Report
nciuding the Notice convening the 49th AGM by e-mail.

The cut-off date for determining the eligibility to vote through
remote voting [or] through e-voling system during the 45th AGM.

The remote g-voting shall commence on
The remote e-voting shall end on/ remote e-voting
shall not be allowed beyond

The remote e-voting module shall be disabled by the COSL after the above-mentioned date and time for voting, and
once the vote on a resolufion is cast by a Member, the Member shall not be allowed to change it subsequently, The
Members who have cast their vote by remote e-voting prior to the 49th AGM may participate in the 49th AGM
through VG / CAYM facility but shall not be entitled to cast their vote again throtigh the e-voting system during the
49th AGM. The Members participating in the 49th AGM and who had nof cast their vote by remote e-voting shall be
entitied to cast their vote through e-voting system during the 49th AGM.

The instructions for remote e-Violing and e-Vioting at AGM tor shareholders holding share in demineralized
maode, physical mode, and for shareholders who have not registered their email addresses has been provided in
the Notice convening the AGM. Instructions for attending the AGM through YG/OAYM are also provided in the
Matice of the AGM.

Thie Notice of 49th AGM and the Annual Report for the financial year 2024-25 has been sent by e-mail to the
members whose names appear in the Register of Members / Register of Beneficial Owners maintained by the
Depositories as atthe close of business hours on Friday, June 27, 2025.

The Motice of the 49th AGM and the Annual RBeport for the financial year 2024-25 is also available on the website of
the Company at www.punjabchemicals.com, websites of the Stock Exchangesi.e. BSE Limited and National Stock
Exchange of India Limited at www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com respectively, and on the website of CDSL
www.evotingindia.com.

Any person who acquires shares of the Company and becomes a Member of the Company after the dispatch of the
Notice and holding shares as on the cut-off date Le. Tuesday, July 22, 2025 may obtain the User 1D and Password
by sending a request at investorhelp@punjabchemicals.com. However, if the member is already registered with
CODSL for remote e-voting, then the existing User 1D and password can be used for casting the vote

Mr. PS. Dua, Practicing Company Secretary, (Membership No. 4552, COP No. 3934), has been appointed as the
Scrutinizer by the Board to scrutinize remote e-Voling process before the AGM as well as remate e-Voting during
the AGM in a fair and transparent manner,

A person whose name is entered in the register of members or inthe register of beneficial owners maintained by the
depositories as on the cut-off date i.e., Tuesday, July 22, 2025, only shall be entitied to avail the facility of remote e
voting/ participating inthe 49th AGM through VC/ 0AYM facility and e-voting during the 49th AGM.

If you have any queries or issues regarding attending AGM & e-voting from the e-voting system, you may refer the
Frequently Asked Questions (“FAQs™) and e-voting manual available at www.evotingindia.com, under help section
or write an email to helpdesk.evoting@cdslindia.com or contact at toll free number 18002109911. All grievances
connecled with the facility for voting by electronic means may be addressed 10 Mr. Rakesh Dalvi, Sr. Manager,
COSL, A, Wing, 25th Floor, Marathon Futurex, Matatlal Mill Compounds, N M Joshi Marg, Lower Parel (East),
Mumbai-40001.3 or send an email to helpdesk. evolingf@cdslindia.com orcalion 18002109911,

The payment of dividend shall be made within stipulated time subject to the shareholders’ approval at the 49th

Annual General Meeting. For Punjab Chemicals and Crop Protection Limited
Place; Derahassi 5d/- Rishu Chately
Date: July 5, 2025 Company Secretary

Saturday, July, 5, 2025

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Thursday, July 24, 2025 at09: 00 A.M. IST)
Monday, July 28, 2025 at 05: 00 BM. (I15T)

S RESOLUTION PLANS SUBMITTED AT JULY 1 MEETING

JAL insolvency: Lenders reject
Jaypee Infratech's request

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, July 5

LENDERS OF JAIPRAKASH
Associates (JAL) have turned
down Jaypee Infratech’s
request toacceptitsresolution
plan to acquire the bankrupt
diversified company.

Five companies — Adani
Enterprises, Vedanta Group,
Dalmia Bharat Cement, Jindal
Power and PNC Infratech —
have submitted their resolu-
tion plans toacquire JAL.

However,lenders of JAL,on
June 25, had rejected the reso-
lution plan of Suraksha Group-
owned Jaypee Infratech as the
bid was submitted late and
without earnest money.

According to sources,
Jaypee Infratech requested the
Committee of Creditors (CoC)
of JAL to reconsider the deci-
sion to reject its bid. It sought
permission to participate in
the insolvency process.

In a meeting on July 1, the
members of the CoC unani-
mously agreed not to change

ONLY ONE GM crop, Bt cotton,
is approved for cultivation. No
GM food crop is commercially
grown,although experimental
trials continue. However,
imports of GM soybean oiland
canola oil are permitted.

A 2013 report by the Euro-
pean Network of Scientists for
Social and Environmental
Responsibility (ENSSER)
emphasised that many studies
deeming GM foods safe were
industry-funded and that
long-term, independent stud-
ieswere lacking.

New Delhi-based think
tank GTRI said: “Environmen-
tal studies have shown that
widespread use of Bt crops can
lead to pest resistance,such as
inthe pinkbollworm,and pose
risks to non-target species
such as monarch butterflies,as
suggested in a 1999 Nature
study.Additionally,the overuse
of glyphosate with herbicide-
tolerant GM crops has led to
‘superweeds’ and increased
herbicide use”

The GTRI said that GM and
non-GM crops may intermin-
gleatvarious stages of the sup-
ply chain - during transport,
storage or processing. “Once
GM material enters, there is a
highriskit couldleakintolocal
farming systems or processed

FINANCIAL DISTRESS

M Five firms have M Resolution plan
of Jaypee Infratech
was rejected as the
bid was submitted
late and without
earnest money

submitted

their resolution
plans to acquire
Jaiprakash
Associates (JAL)

M Jaypee Infratech requested
the Committee of Creditors of
JAL to reconsider the decision

to reject its bid

its earlier decision to reject
Jaypee Infratech’s resolution
plan, they added. In the meet-
ing,theresolution professional
also presented a brief sum-
mary of the five resolution
plans,according to sources.

A detailed summary of all
five resolution plans would be
prepared, based on which the
highest bidder will be deter-
mined, they added.

Some of the bids are condi-
tional and linked to the out-
come of the pending legal
cases, they said.

MW JAL was taken

to insolvency
proceedings after
it defaulted on the
payment of loans

M Creditors are
claiming a
staggering

X57,185 cr

JAL, which has business
interests spanning real estate,
cement manufacturing,hospi-
tality, and engineering & con-
struction, was admitted into
the Corporate Insolvency Res-
olution Process (CIRP) through
the National Company Law Tri-
bunal, Allahabad Bench, order
dated June 3,2024.

JALwas taken toinsolvency
proceedings after the con-
glomerate defaulted on the
payment of loans.

Creditors are claiming a
staggering ¥57,185 crore.

The National Asset Recon-
struction Company (NARCL)
leadsthelist of claimants after
acquiring the stressed JAL
loans from a consortium of
lenders headed by the State
Bank of India (SBI).

JALhasmajorreal estate pro-
jects like Jaypee Greens in
Greater Noida, a part of Jaypee
Greens Wishtown in Noida
(both on the outskirts of the
national capital),and the Jaypee
International Sports City,strate-
gicallylocated near the upcom-
ing Jewar International Airport.

India deal pending, Trump
signs letters for 12 nations

food chains, posing risks to
food safety, environmental
integrity, and India’s export
reputation — especially in GM-
sensitive markets such as the
EU,”the think tank warned.

It said the import of GM
products, like animal feed,
could negatively affect India’s
agricultural exports to the EU
which enforces strict GM-
labelling rules and faces strong
consumer opposition to GM-
linked products.Although GM
feed is permitted, many Euro-
pean buyers prefer fully GM-
free supplychains.India’s frag-
mented agri-logistics and lack
of segregation infrastructure
increase the likelihood of
cross-contamination and trace

GM presence in export con-
signments.This could resultin
shipment rejections, higher
testing costs, and erosion of
India’s GM-free image, partic-
ularly in sectors like rice, tea,
honey, spices and organic
foods,the GTRI said.

Meanwhile, Union com-
merce and industry minister
Piyush Goyal on Saturday reit-
erated that Indiawill negotiate
froma position of strength and
not under deadlines, appar-
ently in response to the Oppo-
sition's mocking of the govern-
ment over the trade deal.

Leader of Oppositionin the
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi had
attacked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over the trade
deal, claiming the PM will
"meekly bow" to the tariff
deadline set by the Trump
administration.

“India does not negotiate
under deadlines.We negotiate
keeping national interest in
mind, and national interest is
paramount in all our engage-
mentsacross theworld,' Goyal,
told reporters in Bengaluru on
Saturday.“This is not the weak
India under Congress and the
UPA,which signed agreements
that were not in the national
interest,'he claimed.

(With inputs from agencies)

Corporate bonds will be
traded like equity: Pandey

"RECENTLY, ONLINE BOND
platformshave provided some
liquidity to corporate bonds.
Even retail investors can now
pickupbonds thatwere earlier
not possible forthem toaccess.
Sebiand RBI are trying towork
together to further improve
easy access to corporate bonds
forretail,”said Pandey,adding,

“In phase one, you would be
able to actually take orders
through brokers, similarto the
manner of equity markets."
When asked about the
interim order against New
York-based hedge fund man-
ager Jane Street, Pandey said
the regulator will not tolerate
any form of market manipula-

tion.

He said surveillance has been
increased both by the regulator
and also at the exchange level.
When asked if similar patterns
have been seen with other for-
eign portfolio investorsaswell,
Pandey said,“Allwhat I can say
that market manipulation is
not going to be tolerated.”

Nirav Modi’s brother held
in US on India’s request

IT IS ONE of the biggest bank-
ing scams reportedly orches-
trated by him, Nirav Modi and
their uncle, Mehul Choksi.

Nirav Modi had, through
his companies, siphoned off
approximately 36,498 crore
from PNB by issuing fraudu-
lent letters of undertaking
(LoUs), while the remaining
amount was misappropriated
byhisuncleinasimilarmodus
operandi, as per the CBI
chargesheet.

Born and raised in Bel-
gium’s Antwerp and fluent in
English, Gujarati and Hindj,
Nehal Deepak Modi is wanted
in India for allegedly launder-
ing proceeds of crime on behalf
of hisbrother, Nirav Modi,who
remainsincarceratedinaLon-
don prison, facing extradition
proceedings to India.

Itisalleged that Nehal Modi
played a pivotal role in con-

epaper.ﬁnanf:taiexpress.mn". .

cealing and transferring large
sums of illicit money through
a labyrinthine web of shell
companies and offshore trans-
actions, in violation of Indian
financial laws.

He has been named as an

accused in separate
chargesheets filed by both the
ED and the CBI. In the ED
chargesheet, Nehal Modi has
been chargedwith destruction
of evidence and “knowingly
and intentionally” assisting

Nirav Modi in his alleged ille-
gal acts, the officials said.

The ED has claimed that
after the PNB scandal came to
light, Nehal Modi, along with
Nirav Modi's close confidante
and executive Mihir R Bhansali,
"transported 50 kg of gold and
substantial cash from Dubai",
and instructed dummy direc-
torsnottoreveal hisidentityto
investigating authorities.

Nehal Modi is listed as the
accused number 27 in a sup-
plementary chargesheet sub-
mitted by the CBI, which has
accused him of destroying evi-
dence in Dubai to cover up the
alleged criminal conspiracy.

On the request of Indian
authorities,the Interpolissueda
Red Notice against Nehal Modi,
making it publicly accessible in
order to solicit international
cooperation inlocating him.

—PTI

New Delhi

EY accused of
misconduct
by Aakash

TEST PREPARATORY FIRM
Aakash Educational Services
has sent a legal notice to con-
sultancy firm Ernstand Young
(EY), its partners and officials,
accusing them of advising
rivalsin conflict of interestand
professional misconduct, the
company said on Saturday.

AESL has alleged that EY
was deeply involved in its
financial operations since
2021, including advising on
the proposed merger with
Think & Learn (TLPL), which
owns the Byju’s brand.

The test preparatory firm
said EY has been involved in
the structuring and conversion
of debentures into equity and
it has now come to light that
the consultancyfirmalsoacted
asthe“exclusive financial advi-
sor and official result valida-
tors”to AESL’s direct competi-
tor,Allen Career Institute.

“Aakash Educational Ser-
vices has served a second legal
notice through Senior Advo-
cate CV Nagesh to multiple
partners and officials of Ernst
& Young LLP(EY),accusing the
firm of conflict of duty and
professional misconduct,”
AESL said. —PTI

‘Monsoon makeover

for Kerala, Assam

"GOA IS STEADILY reshaping
the narrative around monsoon
tourismwith monsoon months
now emerging as a time forrich
cultural experiencesand mean-
ingful travel. This evolving per-
ceptionisreflectedin thesteady
riseintourist footfall during the
rainy months,” Kedar Naik,
director of tourism, Govern-
ment of Goa, told FE.

Goa tourist arrival data also
show a marked increase in the
monsoon months. June 2023
recorded 635,768 visitors,while
June 2024 saw 778,268; July
2023 welcomed 545,760
tourists, rising to 651,200 in
July 2024; in August 2023,
arrivalsstoodat 622,072,grow-
ingto 730,197 in August 2024.

PAMohamed Riyas, minister
for public works department &
tourism,Government of Kerala,
told FE,“Thisyear,ourfocusison
responsible and experiential
tourism, showcasing monsoon
asadistinctive travel season.The
focus is on ayurveda, nature-
based experiences and sus-
tained efforts across interna-
tional trade fairs, roadshows,
and digital campaigns to posi-
tion Kerala as an all-season
experiential destination. Kerala
will be promoted as a premier
destination for weddings and
well-equipped hospitalityinfra-
structure. We do expect higher
footfalls, both domestic and
international, this year espe-
cially during the monsoon.”

Datashowsaround 738,000
foreign tourists visited Kerala in
2024, which is significantly
lowerfrom 1.19 millionin 2019,
whiledomestictouristsspiked in
2024 with 22.2 million as com-
pared to 18.4 million in 2019.

Kerala aims to revitalise its
hospitality industry hit by last
year’s landslides in Wayanad
and push tourism with cam-
paigns like ‘Revisit Wayanad’to
restorethereputation of the hill
district as a premiere tourist
destination. “Monsoon tourism
remainsacomplexbutresilient
segment of the travel industry,’
said Ravi Gosain, president,
Indian association of tour oper-
ators (IATO), the apex body of
touroperatorsinIndia.“Thereis
increasing interest in regions
like Kerala,Goa,and the Western
Ghats, which offer rich mon-
soonappeal coupledwith robust
infrastructure,”he added.

According to Rikant Pittie,
CEO & co-founder,EaseMyTrip,
“There’s a noticeable rise in
demand for specific monsoon
destinations thisyearcompared
to 2024, driven by a combina-
tion of price accessibility and
experiential offerings. Cultural
events like the Malabar River

Festival and Alappuzha boat
races in Kerala are elevating the

region’s appeal, especially
amongexperientialand cultural
tourists.Coorgin Karnatakahas
seen steady growth with inti-
mate nature experiences—like
Dubare Elephant Camp—con-
tinuing to attract families and
solotravellers.Lonavalaand the
Western Ghats are seeing surg-
ing interest, particularly from
Mumbai and Pune, combined
with the rise of boutique well-
nessretreats.”

Thomas Cook said there is a
strong increase in demand this
monsoon season compared to
lastyear.“New-age travellersare
interested in offbeat nature
experiences like biking trips,
hiking, rafting, waterfall rap-
pelling/trekking. Monsoon
locations in demand are Ooty,
Coorg, Wayanad, Coonoor and
Munnar; Western Ghats and
coastal belt, Kerala, Andamans,
Ladakh, Northeast India and Sri
Lanka.Additionally,the reopen-
ing of keytouristlocalesin Kash-
mir is creating interest among
Indians,’said RajeevKale — pres-
ident & country head, holidays,
MICE,visa,Thomas Cook (India).

The annual ‘Ambubachi
Mela’ at Kamakhya temple in
Guwahati, is expected to get
footfalls of around 1 million
devotees this year as compared
to7.5lakhlastyear.“Wearenow
promoting Assam as a wellness,
MICE andweddings destination
not just in monsoon but other
seasonsaswell,”said Padmapani
Bora, secretary, tourism depart-
ment, Assam. “The rise in foot-
fallin monsoon forthemelaisa
healthy sign. But Guwahati is
now gearing up for a luxury
boomwith 11 five-starhotelsin
the pipeline aimed to boost
tourism and hospitality, an ini-
tiative spurred by the Advantage
Assam 2.0 summit and I500-
crore investment,” Bora told FE.

In 2024-25,Assam received
over 85 lakh domestic and
27,000 foreign tourist arrivals.
To promote the state as a year-
round tourism destination, the
Assam government has joined
hands with BookMyShow to
organise national and interna-
tional musical concerts.

Maruti's share downhill

ALTHOUGH STRONG PERFOR-
MANCES by models like Wagon
R, Swift and Dzire have helped
maintain volumes—with
Wagon R being the best-selling
carin FY25 and the Dzire lead-
ing monthly sales in May
2025—analystssaid theylargely
servetocompensate forlossesin
Maruti’straditional budget seg-

ment. Meanwhile, increased
competition from new offerings
such as Kia’s Carens and Syros,
Mahindra’s XUV 3XO and Thar
Roxx, and Skoda’s Kylaq is fur-
ther chipping away at Maruti
Suzuki’sdominance,suggesting
the brand will need more than
new launches to reclaim lost
ground,according to analysts.
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